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IMPORTANT Free school meal changes that will affect HAF support (taking place from September 2026) 
Free School Meals (FSM) is expanding and more families will qualify for FSM BUT not all families will now be able to access Essex ActivAte clubs.
Many families may not realise, so proactively encourage them to check, as support for Winter HAF onwards will change.
What’s changing
From September, FSM are expanding to include all families receiving Universal Credit. But this changes things for who can access Essex ActivAte clubs.
There will now be two types of FSM:
1. Targeted FSM
For families on Universal Credit earning £7,400 or less per year.
Children will receive/access:
· Free school meals
· Pupil Premium
· Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme– Essex ActivAte
2. Expanded FSM
Families on Universal Credit earning over £7,400 per year.
· Children will receive free school meals only and NOT be eligible for HAF.
3. Transitional Protection
Since 2018, some children kept FSM even if circumstances changed, but this protection ends in July.
Messages to relay to parents
· Schools/local authorities will check eligibility and will contact you if anything changes. 
· Parents/carers and children will only be able to access HAF if they qualify for Targeted FSM (under £7,400 income)
· Encourage parents to check their status, apply if unsure or speak to their school/local authority for advice.
What does this mean for you as a delivery partner?
Even more support to target the right families on Targeted FSM will be vital from September onwards. Engagement with the right cohorts, audiences and schools will be encouraged to ensure those families can gain Essex ActivAte support during main school holidays.
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